MEDITERRANEAN    CIVILIZATION   AFTER   THE   INVASIONS

Among the Burgundi and the Vandals the influence of Roman
over Germanic law was as manifest as among the Visigoths.1 For
that matter, how could we expect that the pure Germanic law
would be preserved where the consanguinous family, the Sippe,
the essential cell of the juridical system, had disappeared?

As a matter of fact, there must have been laws relating to per-
sonal property, just as there were laws relating to the cotmubium.
Germanic law survived only in countries colonized by the Anglo-
Saxons, the Salic and Ripuarian Pranks, the Alamans and the
Bavarians.2

That the Salic Law was the law of Gaul after the reign of Clovis
is quite a mistaken belief. Outside Belgium there were hardly any
Salians, apart from the magnates about the king. We do not find
a single allusion to this law and its procedure in Gregory of Tours.
We must conclude that its sphere of application was confined to
the extreme north.

We find no mention of rachimburgii to the south of the Seine.
Do we find any sculteti or grafiones* The Malberg Gloss proves,
moreover, that we have to do with a code established for a pro-
cedure in which the Germanic language was employed. How
many of the Counts, nearly all of whom were Roman, could have
understood it e All that it tells us concerning agrarian usages and
the arrangement of the houses holds good only for the North,
colonized by the Germans, One would have to be blinded by
prejudice to imagine that a law as rudimentary as the Salic Law
could have been applied to the south of the Loire.

1 H. BRUNNER, Deutsche Rcchtsgcschichte, vol I, 2nd ed,, 1906, p. 504. Note
that although barely fifty years had passed between the establishment of the
Burgundi in Gaul and the drafting of the Lex Gundobada, the latter betrays
"marked influences of Roman culture," and lacks the "fresh Germanic
originality'* which was afterwards to be seen in the Lombard laws.

8 What p. IOT has said, in F, IOT, PHSTEK and GANSHOP, Hhtolre duMoyen
Age, vol. I, p, 390, concerning the interpenetration of the population in the
Merovingian epoch seems to be entirely mistaken. Moreover, he contradicts
himself when, in Les Invasions, p- 274, he says*. "Although ethnically speaking
(contemporary) France contains some Germanic elements, they Gtotered it
before the conquest of Gaul by Clovis/*
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